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Xanak (A. a 1469-1539}, which have left
permanent marks on the Hindu faith, were
literally inspired by the spirit of Islam. " The
monotheistic elements of Hinduism," observes
Professor S. Radhakrishnan, " have become more
emphasised after the spread of Islam in India/39
Modern Hinduism, thanks to its assimilative
genius, has been led by Islam to democratise its
institutions and to be " more emphatic in its
denunciation of imperfect conceptions of God
and cruder modes of worship."10
As a religion, Hinduism knows little of theo-
logical puzzles. Al-Beruni honestly observes
that " on the whole there is very little disputing
about theological topics about themselves (i.e.,
Hindus); at the most they fight with words,
but they will never stake their soul or body or
property on religious controversy.*' In treating
of the Hindu religion we should follow the lead
of Al-Beruni in distinguishing between that of
the educated classes and that of the ignorant,
superstitious masses. "The Hindus," says Al-
Beruni, ** believe with regard to God that He is
one, eternal, without beginning arid end, acting
by free will* all-mighty, all-wise, living, giving life,
* S Radhakrishoan, The Heart of Htn&mtan, Madras, p. 87.
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